Art Critique Rubric
Please read that section to give you more ideas about how to proceed with art critique.  The four components of art critique are describe, analyze, interpret, and decide (judge).  Here is a definition of each.
Description:  This step involves the observation of all the details about the piece of art.  This could include what is seen and the materials used to construct the piece of art.  The words used here should only be words to describe what is seen, visual facts.  The words should be descriptive and should remain free of feeling or judgment.
Analysis:  This step involves students observing the elements of art in a piece of artwork and then analyzing how the principles have been organized in the composition.  Observe how the elements and principals are organized to determine if the artist has succeeded in his/her purpose.

Interpretation:  This step involves trying to understand the work of art through the descriptive elements and the elements and principles of art present in the piece. Make inferences about the mood, meaning, or message being conveyed by the work. You may guess using your imagination as to interpret what you see.  You all will have multiple interpretations based on each student’s prior knowledge.  It is important to note that “good interpretation goes beyond answering “What is happening?” to answering “What does it mean?””
Evaluation (Judgment):  This step involves students who will make two types of decisions about a piece of art by answering two questions: 

· Do you like the piece of art?

· Why is this piece of work successful?
You will be can critiquing professional pieces of art, peer’s art and your own throughout the year.  These discussions will aid in thinking beyond the “I like this painting.” statements people often make.  
	
	Above Standards
	Meets Standards
	Needs improvement

	Describe
	
	The student can describe specifically many visual details found in the artwork that they can observe including the materials that are used to compose the piece.    
	The student describes few visual details that they observe and neglect to include the materials that compose the piece of art.

	Analyze
	The student can identify elements and principles of art in the painting.  They can explain how the elements are used together.  The student will reason how the elements and principles of art create aesthetic value.
	The student can identify elements and principles of art in the work of art.
	The student has not demonstrated knowledge of the elements and principles of art and/or which may include misinterpretations.

	Interpret
	The student can explain from his or her own point of view the mood, meaning, and message of the artwork using prior knowledge.  The student also includes the use of elements and principles of art in the interpretation of mood, meaning, and message of the artwork.  The students can interpret using inferences backed by artistic ideas by answering the question, “What does the piece of art mean and explain your thoughts?”
	The student can explain from his or her own point of view the mood, meaning, and message of the artwork using prior knowledge.  The student also includes the use of elements and principles of art in the interpretation of mood, meaning, and message of the artwork.  The students can answer the question, “What is happening in the piece of art?”
	The student makes no attempt at interpretation.

	Decide

(Judgment)
	The student can answer the question “Do you like the work of art?”  The student uses the elements and principles of art to justify their answer.  The student can also decide if the artist is successful using more sophisticated artistic language.
	The student can answer the question “Do you like the work of art?”  The student uses general terms to justify his/her answer.
	The student gives no justification for his/her answer.
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Sample conversation with a student about the artwork above:
	
	Above Standards
	Meets Standards
	Needs improvement

	Describe
	
	This is a black and white picture of a flower.  The flower is open.  There is a round thing in the middle with black dots.  There are big leaves in the background.
	I see a flower.  

	Analyze
	The dark background seems to match perfectly with the simple white flower.  The lines of the petals lead my eye to the middle of the flower.  
	I see round shapes.  The picture looks very balanced.  The texture of the flower petals looks smooth.  
	The picture is black and white.  

	Interpret
	The flower petals are opened up to the sun to get light and allow the insects to come for a visit.   The colors make me feel calm.  I believe the photographer was trying to capture the light of the sun on the flower.  The emphasis is on the white flower because the background is dark.
	This is a flower opening its petals.  This reminds me of spring.  I think the photographer wanted to keep the flower to remind them of spring.  It also reminds me that flower petals all lead towards the middle.  That is a good use of line.
	I don’t know.

	Decide

(Judgment)
	This photograph is a crisp image and I like it because of the light and dark colors.  This photograph feels balanced.  The colors of black and white give me the feeling that the flower is the most important part because it stands out.
	I like this picture because it shows all the light on each of the petals.
	It’s pretty.
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